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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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BERGY’S BABBLE:   

CLIMATE CHANGE.   WELL, DUH. 
 

  

                                           

                                             

 You want climate change?  Hike up to 14,000 feet on a hot summer 

day, sweating profusely and shedding clothes.  Then step around to the 

north side of the boulder on which you are resting, into the little snow-

drift which will be there all summer long, colder’n a meat locker.  I got 

your climate change right here. Tropical to Alpine in two feet in two 

seconds.  
 

 I love euphemisms. Global warming two feet away from global 

chilling.  Oh sorry, I believe now that the new term is “climate disrup-

tion.” And that is exactly how precise all the arguments are.  We let pol-

iticians pretend that they are informed scientists, theological pundits, 

dietary dilettantes, or even medical mavens.  However, just because you 

are great at something doesn’t mean you are good at anything else.  

There’s a word for that; a new vocabulary word for the day……….   

ultracrepidarianism.  That would be the habit of giving opinions and 

advice on matters outside of one’s knowledge or competence. 
 

 I’ve noticed that bishops of the ELCA indulge in ultracrepidarian-

ism quite frequently.  We called them to their positions because we felt 

they would hold us safe in the arms of God and his salvation.  We called 

them to be our pastors and work with us and cry with us and pray for us.  

… /// ... 



2 

Sadly we often observe them promoting one political position out of many 

instead of being impartial judges of this world and prodigal pronouncers of 

grace to all (omigoodness, even to the perceived politically incorrect, who 

don’t deserve anything better than a ‘botched’ Oklahoma execution). 
 

Oh well.  I’m trying to decide which would be better; keeping both 

houses of Congress just as they are or replacing every single one of them 

with a Hollywood star or celebrity.  I think I’d go with the latter; more 

flashy and melodramatic, better entertainment. Instead of Republicans and 

Democrats we could have hockey pros up against the N.B.A. That’d be fun 

and C-Span ratings would skyrocket with bipartisan blood letting. 
 

In an ideal world, scientific inquiry is not supposed to predict out-

comes.  The sign of a successful scientific experiment is when the scientist 

says, “You gotta be kidding!” That doesn’t work if you’re up against a peer 

review panel, or you’re trying for tenure, or you really need that grant mon-

ey.  Then it’s better to fudge the results or at least to obscure them with un-

related statistics.  Sure handguns used wrong, kill way too many people, 

but the facts from the F.B.I. are that baseball bats kill a lot more. I think 

some punitive legislation ought to be considered. Considering the Astro’s 

season, maybe enforcement could start at Minute Maid Park. 
 

In the world of economics there is a new term in use now which is 

“entrepreneurs of error”. Those are the leaders in business or politics or re-

ligion who will gladly supply slightly wrong beliefs for profit.  There’s big 

money in writing a book and screen play about an apocalyptic but unprova-

ble assumption. 
 

Trust me. It’s all theological. It is historically theological, although 

not hardly ever Christian theology. The Saturnalia feasts, festivals and or-

gies of the winter equinox were based on the assumption that humans had 

sinned and the result was that the Sun was going away forever, but if we 

sacrificed enough, and partied heartily and engaged in fear-based amoral 

permissiveness, we could bring the sun back and save the planet. And sure 

enough, by golly, it worked every year. And it was fun. And it was a real 

money-maker, too, by Jove. 

… /// ... 

 



3 

Everybody knows, SIN causes bad weather.  And if everybody 

sacrifices enough, the bad weather will turn good. Evidence of human 

sacrifice to change the weather, exists throughout the pre-Columbian 

Americas, and the Holy Land, with mummies found in high places, in a 

line of sight from the sea.  The belief was that with their death they 

would beckon the rain gods to come inland and stop the devastating 

droughts and subsequent famines. 
 

I’ve heard it said that carbon sin will destroy the world. And that 

America (with the lowest carbon footprint of any other industrialized na-

tion) must take the lead as the high priest of the world and sacrifice and 

clamp down on industry so that people will follow our good example.  

This, of course will induce our industry to move to China and India who 

have the highest carbon footprint of any other industrialized nations and 

have no intention of regulating anything.  Something changed but I’m not 

sure it was what was intended.  Like the postcard said, “Weather is here. 

Wish you were beautiful.” Equal distribution of wealth just means that 

the average daily caloric intake of the whole world just went down. 

Smooth move, huh? 
 

Like the postcard said, “Weather is here. Wish you were beauti-

ful.” Equal distribution of wealth just means that the average daily calor-

ic intake of the whole world just went down. Smooth move, huh? 
 

Personally I think our time would be better spent figuring out 

how to drill venting blowholes in the Yellowstone caldera so as to bleed 

off some of that energy into clean geothermal lava flows. The possibili-

ties are endless and since I said it here first on 5-14-2014, I’m hoping to 

make a few bucks off of the idea.  That might possibly save the world 

from an eruptive nuclear winter. It would at least make Nebraska breathe 

more easily.  
 

 See you in worship………………………….BERGY 
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HCLC COUNCIL MINUTES 
  

MAY 18, 2014 
   

Present at meeting:  Pastor Jim Berggren, AIM Karen Davidson, Pastor 

Jhon Arroyave, Wendy Lambeth, Wayne Schaper, Mike Appling,    

Warren Schick, Ann Larson, Nancy Beamesderfer, Fredda Yurk,      

Marilyn Flick.   Absent: Ernesto Lopez, Alvin Garza. 
 

 Pastor Jim conducted one Memorial Service. He will conduct one 

more confirmation session before summer.  Maundy Thursday       

service went well. Bilingual Good Friday Service worked well and 

will be done next year. 
 

 AIM Karen encourages congregation to report visitation needs to 

her; and she continues her full visitation schedule. 
 

 Pastor Jhon will present 22 young people for First Communion on 

May 25. 
 

 High school graduates will be recognized during worship on June 1. 
 

 Friday Night Lights meets May 30; next meeting will be in August. 
 

 Rummage Sale set for October 3 and 4, 2014; Amy Schomburg will 

chair. 
 

 Next Council Meeting will be June 8, 2014 at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marilyn Flick, Secretary 
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AGAIN, THIS YEAR – THANK YOU! 

 

During Thursday-Sunday, 24-27 April 2014, Holy Crossers again 

demonstrated their on- going support for the Lutheran Deaconess             

Association (LDA).  The HCLC-LDA relationship began with Deaconess 

April (Mitchell) Boyden – followed by Deaconess Doreen (Leptien) 

Scheuerman – and continuing with Deaconess Lisa Donahue (daughter of 

Warren and Betty Larson) and Jennifer (daughter-in-law of Gordon and 

Elaine Tinker). 
 

Despite aging, serious health issues and even death, 11 HCLC family 

units pledged $2090 during this year’s Phonathon.  Plus – 3 one-time  

Holy Cross units pledged a further $275.  The two accounted for almost 

2.0% of the Phonathon total for North America. 
 

A few bits about the Lutheran Deaconess Association –  

The LDA accepts all candidates seeking to become deacons/

deaconesses in the Lutheran tradition 

Over 770 deaconesses have been consecrated since its founding 95 

years ago (1919) 

Currently active are some 450 deaconesses 

An average of 3 years is required to complete the education/

formation process 

Expected to be consecrated this year are 8 candidates 

Of 25 now in the program, 6 are males – the first 3 from 2012. 
 

From the Lutheran Deaconess Association – THANKS Holy Cross for 

your continuing and generous support! 

 

Calvin and  

Lisa Polito - Executive Director, Lutheran Deaconess Association 
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CAN YOU REMEMBER? 

 

 

Someone recently asked “How many years have the men of Holy 

Cross met at Mytiburger for their monthly Breakfast/Christian Fellow-

ship Meeting”?   Can you remember?  Can you also recall when the 

HC Ladies Auxiliary began meeting – same day of month/same early 

hour/same place? 
 

Primarily due to an aging factor, the number of men has slowly edged 

downward over the years – but sometimes offset by faithful, younger 

spouses/chauffeurs.  To wit: 10 “guys” and 7 “gals” attended their 07 

May meetings. 
 

Please make a note, in your schedule, to set the alarm early for           

Wednesday 04 June – for an hour – or a bit more – of good food and 

Christian Fellowship. 
 

See you there – at 7:00 AM! 
 

Calvin 

“Direct your children onto the right path, 

and when they are older they wont’ leave it.” 
 

Proverbs 22:6 
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MAY - 2014 

04   The Lambeth Family 

11   HCLC to the Glory of God 

18   The Vaccaro Family 

25   Verlene Furley 

       The Barrera Family 

CALENDARS FOR  

HOSPITALITY APARTMENTS 
 

Thank all you who have so generously contributed calendars for the     

patients at Hospitality House Apartments. They are very grateful for this 

small act of kindness and thoughtfulness and the need goes on. 
 

I will be distributing the 2014 calendars in October.  I still pick them up 

from the closet across from the office.  There is a box/bag on the floor 

and you may just put them in.  I pick them up whenever I am at church so 

that is pretty regularly. Again, I say 'thank you' for this act of kind-

ness.  It is truly a blessing. 
 Joyce Pavelka 
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WELCA NEWS 
 

 Thank you to all who participated in the WELCA General Meet-

ing.  We are very grateful to Bettie Baring, Convenor for last year, who is 

not only a great leader but also a wonderful mentor and friend.  Thank 

you for inspiring the women of HCLC! 

 We had a very active participation and discussion and decided 

upon 3 major projects in addition to the Rummage Sale for this next 

year.  WELCA voted to    repair and/or replace the kneelers in the Sanc-

tuary, repair the kneelers in the Chapel and have the entire carpet 

stretched at the Altar and in the Sanctuary.  Warren Schick and Stan 

Crick have already started on the kneelers!!!  We will have the  estimates 

for the carpet stretching before the next board meeting and that will be 

done in June.  We will work with Sharon Wagner, Warren Schick, and 

Stan Crick to see how we go about repairing the Chapel kneelers. 
  

 Additionally, we approved the Christmas gift for the Sunshine 

Saints.  We have 18 Sunshine Saints currently and if you know of other 

members that we have not seen in a while - please let one of the Board 

know so we can add them to the list.  If we don't keep the Sunshine List 

current, some people just seem to be forgotten and we don't want 

that!!  WELCA also approved having another Kroger sign up in Septem-

ber to insure we get the Kroger community donations.  The WELCA 

Rummage Sale is on for October with Amy Schomburg, once again lead-

ing the way.  In November, WELCA will give you the opportunity to up-

date your medical information that stays at the church for emergency use 

and contacts.  In December is our next General Meeting and we are hop-

ing even more women participate and bring ideas for Outreach! 
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… /// … WELCA News 

 

 Our guest speaker was Master Gardner, Stephanie Adams, who 

gave us great information on plants, herbs and citrus for our Texas area 

as well as information on resources and planting ideas.  There were 3 

Texas plants that were given in a drawing to Joyce Pavelka, Lucy Can-

dler, and Bettie Baring.  We all learned a lot! 
  

 Our officers for the next term were elected and installed:   
 

 Convener - Sandra Williams  

 Treasurer - Verlene Furley 

 Historian - Kay Vaccaro 

 Secretary - Penny Schick  

 Circle Liaisons - Pat Curran and Rosie Haas  

 Nominating Committee - Ruby Schaper, Sharon Wagner,  

      and Bettie Baring.  
 

Thank you to Tillie Remmert for presiding over the installation.  
  

 We concluded with prayer led by Marge Carroll and a marvelous 

meal prepared and served by the Dorcas Circle. 
 

 We hope all women of Holy Cross will join us at the next      

General Meeting on September 6, 2014.  And, join the Board at any of 

our meetings which are the first Saturday of the month at 9:30 am in the 

Annex.  
 

Sandra Williams 
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News from 

THE FOOD PANTRY 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food,                                                                    

I was thirsty and you gave me drink,                                                                       

a stranger and you welcomed me” Mt.25:35 
 

 

 

The East Spring Branch Food Pantry is in need of  volunteers that can 

serve as workers or substitutes on an occasional Tuesday (11am-2pm), 

Thursday (11am-2pm), Thursday (5:30-7:30pm) or Saturday (12-2pm). 

Volunteers fill bags with food, distribute to families that come to the 

Pantry for help, and restock shelves.  Heavy lifting is not required. 
 

AND/ OR  If you have a truck or large Suburban, help is needed to 

transport food from the Houston Food Bank on Thursday or Saturday 

mornings (7-8:30am) on a once/ month basis. 
 

 

Please call Mary White at 281-799-6752 if you are available. 

Join us and make a difference to families in need                                          

right here in our community! 

Carol Prokofieff 
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OPRY IN HUMBLE 
 

The Friendship Club has an opportunity to attend "Opry in Humble"   

August 15, 2014. This event is being sponsored by Fun 4 Seniors. 

Round trip transportation will be provided by a precinct bus leaving from 

Holy Cross. The cost will be $12.00 per person. We will decide at a later 

date if we want anything other than the bar-b-que that will be available at 

the event. 
 

You do not have to be a member of the Friendship Club to attend but you 

MUST be 50 years of age or  older . Those interested in attending will 

need to call Madelyn Price (713-462-3682) to make a reservation. Don't 

wait too long as there is limited seating on the bus. 
Nancy Beamesderfer 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

will be meeting at 4:00 p.m. Saturday, June 21st at Collina’s Italian    

Café, 8800 Katy Freeway.  Please save this date and join us for some 

good food and fellowship.   

Nancy Beamesderfer 

NEIGHBORHOOD CIRCLE # 4 
 

will meet at Wendy and Alan Lambeth’s house at 6317 Buffalo Speed-

way on 22nd of June, star ting at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Stan Crick (713) 721-0008 
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If the following seems familiar, it is.  It's the article from the June 

2009 Crossties, but seemed  equally appropriate these five years 

later.   

 

Summer is upon us!  Funny thing, this happens almost every year, 

whether we’re ready for it or not.  Some look forward to the warm 

(spell that H-O-T) days, spending what time they can at the beach 

or perhaps just in the back yard soaking up the sun.  Others, like 

myself, prefer the comfort of air conditioning and are more or less 

limited to inside pursuits for the duration  - and as we well know, 

in Houston that’s a long duration.  But life goes on, and some 

things don’t change. 

 

Our care for one another doesn’t change no matter the season.  

And life’s complications don’t depend on the calendar.  I remind 

you, Gentle Reader (I’ve been reading too much Dear Abby!) that 

we of Stephen Ministry continue to be available to you, summer or 

winter, rain or shine.  Don’t walk your difficult path alone.  Our 

arms are open, our shoulders broad, and our hearts willing.  If you 

want to talk, contact Pastor Jim or me.  Our time is yours. 

 

Have a blessed day. 

 

Marge Carroll 

Stephen Ministry Coordinator 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

01   Jo Rita Kaltwasser 

02   Erwin Gross 

04   Joe Firth 

05   Doris Pannell 

06   Norma Berg 

       Charles Hess 

08   Rafael Alvarado 

16   Betty Larson 

       Priscilla Anthony 

17   Mark Rose 

18   Bruce Jaster 

       Rose Manning 

19   Warren Larson 

20   Florentina Araiza 

21   Pat Curran 

22   Fred Abrego 

24   Ann Crick 

26   Joseph Lambeth 

27   Noemy Maldonado 

28   Christopher Fisher 

       Jacoby Salas 

29   Joshua Berggren 

       Xavier Abrego 

30   Jennifer Crick  

GREETING CARDS 
 

Please save front pages of greeting, birthday, etc. cards. They will be 

sent to St. Jude’s Ranch for Children for their Recycles Card Program. 

I placed a box for them in the Family Life Center by West door. 
 

Norma Berg 
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DATE 1st READING PSALM 2nd READING GOSPEL 

 

06/01/2014 
Acts 

1:6-14 

68:1-10, 

32-35 

1 Peter 

4:12-14; 5:6-11 

John 

17:1-11 

 

06/08/2014 
Numbers 

11:24-30 

104:24-34, 

35b 

Acts 

2:1-21 

John  

20:19-23 

 

06/15/2014 
Genesis 

1:1—2:4a 

 

8 
2 Corinthians 

13:11-13 

Matthew 

28:16-20 

 

06/22/2014 
Jeremiah 

20:7-13 

69:7-10, 

16-18 

Romans 

6:1b-11 

Matthew 

10:24-39 

 

06/29/2014 
Jeremiah 

28:5-9 

89:1-4, 

15-18 

Romans 

6:12-23 

Matthew 

10:40-42 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL  

JUNE 2014 

 
Special thanks to the Holy Cross Lutheran Church staff Rev. James 

Berggren, AIM Karen Davidson, Sussy Terry, and organist Cathy Elijah. 
 

Ushers, Al Pivonka, Calvin Remmert, and Altar Guild Sharon Wagner 

for the beautiful memorial service for Sheldon.   
 

Thanks to the Deborah Circle for all their help with the reception, Pat 

Pfluger, Bernice Rogge, and Joyce Peden. 
 

My sincere thanks to all our wonderful friends at Holy Cross for your 

cards, calls, gifts, flowers, and food.   
 

Your prayers and support were so important for Sheldon and for me  

during his journey with cancer. 
 

God’s blessings, Betty Mooney  
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

APRIL 2014 
     

English Services  :  155 

Spanish Services  :  165 
 

Maundy Thursday     :    65 

Good Friday Bilingual service  :  110 

CHURCH          

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am — 4:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 am — 2:30 pm 

 

Holy Cross  

Lutheran Church  

 E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 
 

 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers in the     

Narthex. Suggested donation  

is $45.00 and $10.00 for a rose. 

Remember in prayer the  

homebound, disabled, long-term ill,  

and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris Anne Drosche 

Nancy Mendel 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer  

Request emails and would like to,          

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are sent 

out daily, so if you are on the email list 

and did not receive any email,                  

please contact Renee. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

Lisa Bosse 

Millie Brittain 

Ronald Burns 

Ed Cooper 

Chuck Frederickson 

Sylvia Garza 

Erwin Gross 

Bert Hungerford 

John Massie 

Marty Nebeling 

Lorna Patt 

Elaine Tinker 

R E M E M B E R  I N  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  

 

 If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

APRIL 2014 
    

  Receipts      $ 150,330.06        

                   Expenses      162,656.04 

                   Balance  < $   12,325.98 >  
 

Operational receipts                                                         

      year to date received   …….      $  53,929.00       

Expenditures year to date  …….         39,551.03 

Balance                           ……      $ 14,377.97 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr. — Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253    Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:      hclc@holycross.us 
 

Web Site:  www.holycross.us 
 

 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                    Music Director / organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Wendy Lambeth                                  President 

Alvin Garza                                      Vice President 

Marilyn Flick      Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School :  10:30 - 11:15 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 


